CHAPTER 11 PROBE QUESTIONS:
-P.186

1. -Are most of the reinforcers that control our behavior learned or unlearned?

· Many of the reinforcers that control our behavior are not unlearned, innate biological reinforcers.  Therefore, when we look for obvious unlearned reinforcers, we often miss more subtle learned reinforcers-the ones really maintaining the behavior.

· social reinforcers, some of the most powerful learned reinforcers (approval and attention-positive or negative)
-P.187
2. Is attention learned or unlearned?

· Learned

· If attention was a learned reinforcer that means it hadn’t always been a reinforcer; not born with attention acting as a reinforcer for behavior.  Instead, only through learning did attention become a learned reinforcer because it was often paired with other reinforcers when she was a baby.

· Attention reinforcer for adult too, different pairing

· Attention powerful reinforcer, often controls our behavior without our knowing it.
3. -What are the two pairings with food and attention?

· For top pairing attention with food, must also have the bottom paring-pairing of “no attention with no food” (food not as probable without attention)

· If we pair a neutral stimulus with an original reinforcer, logically means that the absence of that stimulus is paired with the absence of that reinforcer.
-P.188
4. -Often social approval goes hand-in-hand with attention, but not always:  Helen-attention maintained inappropriate behavior in spite of the disapproval.

· (belching, flatulence)
5. -A neutral stimulus, event, or condition becomes a learned reinforcer when it has been paired with an original reinforcer.  Is the original reinforcer learned or unlearned?  
· CAN BE EITHER LEARNED OR UNLEARNED
-P.189
6. -Can someone explain how/why some children acquire dysfunctional behaviors and values and what’s the consequence?
· -Jimmy learned dysfunctional behaviors and values most kids normally don’t learn or pass through only briefly: Dysfunctional learning history-labeled autistic

· -Often children with serious deficits in learned behaviors have not learned to value attention and approval: neither are social reinforcers

· SOMEHOW NORMAL PAIRING OF ATTENTION AND APPROVAL WITH OTHER REINFORCERS DOES NOT WORK NEARLY AS WELL 
· CONSEQUENCE OF FAILURE TO LEARN TO VALUE ATTENTION AND APPROVAL: MOST OF WHAT WE CONSIDER NORMAL HUMAN BEHAVIOR WE LEARN FROM OTHER HUMAN BEINGS AND ONE OF THE CRUCIAL WAYS WE LEARN NORMAL HUMAN BEHAVIOR IS THROUGH SOCIAL REINFORCEMENT IN THE FORM OF APPROVAL AND ATTENTION-IF THESE AREN’T LEARNED REINFORCERS, WON’T ACT LIKE NORMAL HUMAN BEING
-P.190
7. -Describe a token economy system and its use in a psychiatric institution:

· Tokens are handed out for appropriate behavior and they can be saved and exchanged with a variety of backup reinforcers later
8. -How do we establish learned reinforcers?  
· PAIR THEM WITH EXISTING REINFORCERS.

· Can be directly paired or verbally paired
9. -What is the main difference between a learned reinforcer and a generalized learned reinforcer?  

· PAIRED WITH SINGLE TYPE OF BACKUP REINFORCER
· Effective only if organism deprived of backup reinforcers with which it acquired its reinforcing properties

· PAIRED WITH VARIETY OF OTHER TYPES OF REINFORCERS

· Likely organism would be deprived of at least some relevant type of reinforcer; thus will be effective most of the time
-P.194
10. Provide the pairing procedures for pairing with aversive stimuli and pairing with loss of reinforcers, used with Rod:
-P.195

11. Often disapproval has not become a powerful learned aversive condition: that means it will be more difficult to use a mild punishment procedure to suppress dysfunctional behavior.
12. -What happens if we stop pairing the learned reinforcer with some other reinforcer?  
· WILL LOSE ITS REINFORCING VALUE
-P.196
13. -What are the two ways in which unpairing happens?  
· FAIL TO IMMEDIATELY PRESENT THE ORIGINAL REINFORCER AFTER THE LEARNED REINFORCER OR AVERSIVE CONDITION OR COULD HAVE ORIGINAL REINFORCER CONTINUOUSLY AVAILABLE.
14. –Can someone explain the difference between Unlearning vs. Extinction:  

· Unlearning of a learned reinforcer consists of no longer pairing the learned

· reinforcer with the original reinforcer-Not extinction

· Results: a reinforcer loses its reinforcing value

· Extinction consists of no longer making a reinforcer contingent on a response.

· Results:  response frequency of a previously reinforced response decreases
15. -What is a conditional stimulus?

· Some stimuli may be learned reinforcers or aversive stimuli only when  they occur in the presence of some other stimulus conditions

· Give an example: test and not study
-P.198
16. –Why do we call a reinforcer a learned reinforcer?

· We call a reinforcer a learned reinforcer because the value of the stimulus as a reinforcer was learned.  We don’t call a reinforcer a learned reinforcer because it causes learning= all reinforcers both learned and unlearned cause learning when they follow a response
17. -When establishing a dipper click as a learned reinforcer for Rudolph, does a response need to be made in order for the click to become a learned reinforcer? 

· NO, ALL WE NEED IS THE PAIRING
· But, when do we need the response that produces the dipper click?  MUST MAKE THE RESPONSE THAT PRODUCES THE CLICK IN ORDER TO DEMONSTRATE THAT THE CLICK HAS BECOME A LEARNED REINFORCER
18. -In order for the dipper click to be an effective reinforcer, what must the rat be deprived of; the dipper clicks (learned reinforcer) or the water (backup reinforcer)? 
· MUST BE DEPRIVED OF THE WATER FOR THE WATER-BASED CLICK REINFORCER TO BE EFFECTIVE

· Can’t satiate on dipper clicks
19. –BOOTLEG REINFORCEMENTAs long as the learned reinforcer is occasionally paired with the unlearned reinforcer will it continue to reinforce a response, even though that response never produces the unlearned reinforcer?
· Yes it will (the occasional pairing need not follow the response)
-P.201
20. -What would be the best evidence (best way to prove) that the dipper click is a learned reinforcer for the response of touching the lever?  
· EMPTY THE WATER OUT OF THE WATER RESERVOIR AND TRAIN A NEW RESPONSE WITH JUST THE CLICK.
-P.202

21. -What is the best way to experimentally prove the effectiveness of tokens as reinforcers?  
· NONCONTINGENT PRESENTATION OF TOKENS AND SEE IF THEY STILL CONTROL BEHAVIOR
-P.204-205
22. –What type of reinforcer is an Imprinted reinforcer?

· Imprinted reinforcer:  not an unlearned reinforcer because it’s not a reinforcer when the chick is born. And yet, it’s not a learned reinforcer, because it doesn’t need to be paired with another reinforcer to get its reinforcing value.  So use term imprinted reinforcer to describe those reinforcers that become reinforcing just as a result of early expose.  And use the term acquired reinforcer to indicate that it is not unlearned but it is also not what we’d call a learned reinforcer.

