CHAPTER 27 PROBE QUESTIONS:
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1. -What is perpetual behavior intervention?
· You modify the behavior, the modified behavior maintains itself, and you never have to deliver another behavioral consequence

2. -What is the myth of perpetual behavior?

· Once you intervene, the improved behavior runs on forever, with no more inputs required- no more performance management, no more behavior contracts

3. -What is the myth of intermittent reinforcement?

· You can gradually reduce the frequency of reinforcement until the behavior maintains without reinforcement

4. -What are the problems with these myths? Why?
· BA’s try to fuel perpetual maintenance with schedules of intermittent reinforcement: VI and VR
· Has to do with principle of resistance to extinction: intermittent reinforcement makes the response more resistant to extinction than does continuous reinforcement

· Illogical reasoning: use CR to establish desired behavior and then change schedule of reinforcement to one with fewer and fewer reinforcers

· So person builds greater and greater resistance to extinction

· In time, reinforcement becomes so rare and resistance to extinction so high that we can stop reinforcement altogether

· Then person will keep responding forever without limit

· Same analogy with unlimited resistance to extinction
5. -What is the law of effect?
· -Our behavior is subject to the laws of behavior, including the law of effect: which states that our behavior will stop if not reinforced
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6. -Can someone describe the Jungle Jim example?
· Started with reinforcement procedure: whenever Jim walked by the monkey bars, received teacher attention and was ignored other times when away from monkey bars

· Resulted in him gradually spending more time closer and closer to monkey bars

· Probably direct-acting contingency of social reinforcement controlled behavior
· -Then used shaping reinforce successive approximations until was climbing bars

· Became less of klutz from repeated practice of climbing

· Teachers also intermittently delivered praise and other social reinforcers when he played with other active toys

· Gradually moved from CR to intermittent and reduce size of reinforcer

· At close of intervention Jim got no more attention than other kids did, yet appropriate active play increased
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7. -Does avoidance of an aversive condition that’s only intermittent control behavior? 
· YES

8. -How do we maintain behavior? 
· KEEP CONTINGENCY IN PLACE

· Often there’s no behavior trap to grab performance and keep you going in the right direction

· Unprogrammed contingencies are small and only cumulative value

· So most of us need contracting to achieve optimum performance

· We need rules that are easy to follow even if they describe indirect-acting cont.

